Dear                MSP

As you will be aware the end of May saw the publication of the Review of the Scotland Wide Free Bus Travel Scheme for Older and Disabled People. One of the main issues which the review examined was the eligibility criteria of the scheme, unfortunately the review did not recommend that people who receive only the lower rate of Disability Living Allowance (DLA) should be eligible for the scheme.  
I am therefore writing to you as my representative to urge you to add your name in support of motion S3M-4780# in the name of Des McNulty which calls on the Government to ensure that the National Concessionary travel scheme should include those people in receipt of the lower rate of DLA.
The issue of accessible transport is a crucial concern for disabled people as public transport plays a vital role for Scotland's citizens; it acts as a gateway for greater freedom and choice. By not extending the scheme to people on the lower rate of DLA the Scottish Government will be limiting people’s choice and freedoms. 

It is not just the physical inaccessibility of transport that places barriers in front of disabled people, it is also the financial inaccessibility that creates barriers for disabled people in utilising public transport. As disabled people are twice as likely to live in poverty compared to non-disabled people, the fact that the review found almost 70 per cent of people below £10,000 income indicating they make more trips in total thanks to the scheme, should highlight the value of the scheme to those people on the lower rate of DLA. And therefore to deny the scheme to those people on the lower rate of DLA it would create more social exclusion.

I would welcome your views on this matter, and hope that you will support Des McNulty’s motion.  

Regards

