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ONCE UPON A TIME IN FIFE (working title)

Theatre Workshop Scotland is being supported by the National Lottery to make a feature film about the mining communities of Fife. Set during the 1926 strike – it celebrates the courage, determination and humour of the community as it made a defiant stand against the bullying attempts of the coal owners to reduce wages and lengthen the working day. The organisation and solidarity of the Fife miners inspired the world and struck fear into the hearts of politicians and bosses – if there was to be revolution they thought it would start in Fife! Older miners recall a hot summer, swimming in the loch, mass picketing, political discussion, soup kitchens and fun – an explosion of culture with nightly dances, theatre shows and concerts – helping people endure the terrible hardship and heroic sacrifices they made. Inspirational stuff - and we’d like you to help us to celebrate your heritage - by making a film about it. 

But this is no ordinary film – we’ll get the best professional crew available, we’ll make a great looking film that you’ll be proud of – but the difference is we want you to make it. If you’ve had loads of experience or none we need you all to get involved - always wanted to be in a movie, a regular or an absolute beginner – everyone, whatever age and ability, is very welcome.

You can get involved in: 

· Research and writing 
· Acting

· Music 
· Sound
· Photography
· Design

· Camera work

· Set building

· Electrics

· Costume making

· Event organisation

· Publicity


Who are we? Theatre Workshop Scotland makes films and theatre – specialising in bringing professionals and communities together. Our last film TROUBLE SLEEPING won many awards including BAFTA’s and was shown on the BBC. With most activity planned for Spring and Summer 2010 please be part of it.

Brief History 

Theatre Workshop was established in 1965 as Edinburgh’s first arts and drama centre for children and during its 40-year history has continued to reinvent itself. The organisation relocated to its current premises in 1974. Under Director Bob Palmer in the 1970s, emphasis was placed on community performance projects. In the 1980s under Andy Arnold, Theatre Workshop became a professional small-scale touring company. 

In 1995 Robert Rae became Director and soon engaged in the passionate debate surrounding identity and inclusion in the New Scotland – and along the way, collaborated with companies from India, Nicaragua, Japan and Palestine. The commitment to participation was strengthened by the extension of the Community Play into a year-round activity delivering inclusion and education through the creation of theatre. 

In August 2000 Theatre Workshop became the first professional producing theatre in Europe to cast disabled actors alongside non-disabled actors in all our productions, as a matter of policy. This commitment equally applies to the involvement of community participants.

In 2007 we took our inclusive practice and commitment into film and created our first feature length film Trouble Sleeping with participant beneficiaries from the refugee community. 

Trouble Sleeping premiered at the Edinburgh International Film Festival, screened on BBC2 Scotland and has won four Best Film awards (Chicago, Southern Appalachian, Texas, BAFTA New Talent), Best Actor (Southern Appalachian) and was nominated for Best Actor (BAFTA Scotland and BAFTA New Talent). 

Aims and Objectives 

Theatre Workshop aims to create well crafted, challenging film and theatre, which will inspire and empower individuals and organisations to change themselves and the world around them 

Values 

• High quality productions values 

• Creativity and risk-taking in our work 

• Inclusion in all our activities 

Objectives 

• to increase participation in the arts 

• to give voice to marginalised groups 

• to explore social and political issues 

• to celebrate diversity and heritage 

• to remove internal and external barriers to the implementation of the Social Model of  Disability

Interested in taking part or finding it out more? Please contact Ruth Holloway rholloway@twe.org.uk or Kirsty Tough ktough@twe.org.uk // 0131 225 7942 or Director Robert Rae email: robertrae@blueyonder.co.uk

